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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, SEASONALITY

Historically occurred year-round in the Lower Colorado River Valley from near Needles to the
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge, with a small disjunct breeding population at the south end of
the Salton Sea (Small 1994, Bednarz 1995). Extirpated in the 1960's. Attempts to reintroduce
the Harris' hawk occurred in the 1980's, when nearly 200 birds were released along the lower
Colorado River (Walton et al. 1988). A few nests have been found incidentally since (Bednarz
1995). Now is a rare yearlong resident of southern Salton Sea and Imperial valley.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Hunts from perches on small trees or saguaro cactuses (Bednarz and Ligon 1988).
Feeds on hares and rabbits, birds, and lizards. Exhibits the most sophisticated cooperative
hunting tactics documented in birds, involving up to six individuals (Ellis et al. 1993).

Cover: Inhabits semiopen desert scrub, desert wash, and desert riparian habitats for nesting
and foraging. Needs scattered small trees or saguaro cactuses for hunting perches and nest
structures (Rosenberg et al. 1991, Bednarz 1995).

Reproduction:  Nests are built in any of a variety of tall, sturdy structures including mesquite,
paloverde, and cottonwood trees and saguaro cactus.

Water: In Arizona, drinks water daily when temperature exceeds 37 deg C (Dawson and
Mannan 1991a). May use cattle tanks, water catchments, and stock ponds.

Pattern:  Inhabits desert scrub and desert wash habitats with scattered trees for hunting
perches and nest structures.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns:  Diurnal. Roosts in isolated small trees with relatively dense foliage
(Bednarz 1995).

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Not migratory.

Home Range:  In New Mexico, the average 95% harmonic mean size of the home ranges of
20 Harris' hawks was 5.5 km sq (Bednarz 1995).

Territory:  May be territorial, but evidence of conspicuous defense of territory is equivocal.
Nests typically separated by at least 500 m. May maintain territories more by mutual avoidance
than active defense.

Reproduction: May breed year-round in years of abundant prey, but most first clutches are



laid in March and April. Clutch size varies from one to five, with most being three or four
(Bednarz et al. 1988). Second and occasionally third clutches may be laid. Breeding system is
usually monogamous, but polygyny and polyandry are reported (Faaborg and Bednarz 1990,
Bednarz 1995).

Niche: Preyed upon by coyotes, common ravens, and great horned owls (Dawson and
Mannan 1991b). Any mammal or snake capable of entering nest may kill eggs and small young.
Harris' hawks aggressively mob great horned owls, are fiercely attacked by Swainson's hawks
(Dawson and Mannan 1991b), and are mobbed by a variety of passerine birds (Bednarz 1995).
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